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M-41s, three units (infantry regiment, artillery battalion 
and armored car battalion) were about to complete basic unit 
training and would begin advanced unit training in September. 
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E Acting Chief MAAG and I had just completed draft report this > e 
R matter when May 19 Deputy. Foreign Minister Yasin informed . ¢ 
me King Saud personally had: directed my assistance be oy 29s 
solicited to end USG expedite shipment 18 M-41 and 18 M-47 8 
tanks. In reply I outline report's findings and recommenda - ats 5 
tions as follows: e ¥ ie 
Ol 
At Taif Army Training Post, where it was désired station !os 
N 


compe tens ar aaa lamas ' 


It was at this stage that MAAG believed 18 (i.e. one company ) 
M-41s should be introduced into training schedule. Shop fa- | 
cilities:and Egyptian Army technicians for adequate maintenance 
this one company -(but for no (repeat no) more) existed. 


We were therefore prepared recommend Department address letter 


-of offer.to Saudi Embassy for 18 M-41s and urge promptest pos- ; 


sible shipment. 4 


for 18 M-47, we were not (repeat not) prepared make similar 
gimmegdation for two reasons: (1) At El Kharj, where Saudi 
@Ministry proposed station M-47s, troop units (two 
battalions) would not (repeat not) start advanced _ 
gining before November and no (repeat no) adequate tank 
Miance facilities existed; and (2) in any event we recom 
audi military establishment not (repeat not) purchase 4. 
cause they had already been put on US Army obsolete 4 
nt. : 
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[palit { 
We bei eve therefore that contract s::ould be concluded with cy 
competent construction firm to build and install such facili- 4). 
ties (notably shop, tools and hard stands) and that delfftery 

second company tanks (preferably M-41s) should be timed th 
coincide with completion maintenance facilities and engag 
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SECRET 
-2- 536, May 22, 2 p.m., (SECTION ONE OF TWO), from Jidde 
Deputy Foreign Minister undertook convey my exposition to 
King and concurred my suggestion that meanwhile Department 


consider Saudi Embassy request as two separate requests 
and act for time being only on request for 18 M-41s. 


To enable Department act promptly on such requests, as MAAG 
and I urge it do in interest both of training program and 
over-all US-Saudil relations, I submit following resume our 
answers to eight questions asked by reference instruction: 
WADSWORTH 
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my CL) SAUDI MOTIVE IS MAINTAIN PLANNED SCHEDULE FOR ARMY EXPANSION. 

: IMMEDIATE URGENCY IS PROMPTED BY DESIRE SHOW SOME AT LEAST OF 

R THESE TANKS AT ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE pND MILITARY REVIEW NEXT A 
AUGUST. (MARCH PAST SALUTE WILL BE TAKEN BY KING ACCOMPANIED ti 


BY DISTINGUISHED VISITORS MOSLEM WORLD). 


(2) MAAG DOES NOT CONSIDER ARMORED CARS SUITABLE FOR DESERT 
OPERATIONS AND HAS RECOMMENDED M-41 TANKS IN LIEU THEREOF. 


(3) THERE IS NO RELATION BETWEEN ORDERS FOR ARMORED CARS AND Sa 
TANKS. DEFENSE MINISTER RECOMMENDED AND KING DECIDED BOTH - 
SHOULD BE PURCHASED. <a 


(4) DURING VISIT UeSe LAST JANUARY ACCOMPANIED BY MAAG G-A4A, 
SAUDI ARMY G-3 WAS GIVEN TANK DEMONSTRATION. FOLLOWING LATTER' S 
RETURN, AT REQUEST SAUDI DEFENSE MINISTER, MAAG PREPARED 
ENCLOSURE TRANSMITTED DEPARTMENT WITH SAUDI EMBASSY ASSISTANCE 
REQUEST. 
so 

Ss) QF ANTRY TRAINING HAS .REACHED APPROPRIATE STAGE FOR 

Pe on ONE COMPANY OF 18 M-41 TANKS, AS EXPLAINED ABOVE. 


46) ABILITY (FACILITIES AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL) EXIST FOR 
ee ae IT, AS EXPLAINED ABOVE. 


@ G*S COMMENT IS THAT Ue. Se DOES NOT SUPPLY TANKS, of 
WILL A rEMPT PURCHASE THEM ELSEWHERE. I WOULD ADD THAT, 
ESPECIALLY IN VIEW KING*S KEEN PERSONAL INTEREST, TO FAIL 
SUPPLY THEM WOULD HAVE UNFORTUNATE EFFECT U.S.-SAUDI RELAgsONgE 








$8) MAAG STATES CLOSE DAILY. CONTACT WITH SAUDI DEFENSE nae 
“OFFICIALS INDICATES NO INTENTION DIVERT TANKS EGYPT OR SYR 
BUT, ON CONTRARY, DESIRE AND INTENT ORGANIZE AND TRAIN SAD I 








OPY ¢ This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with nota di 





SECRET 
-2-, 536, MAY 22, 2PM, FROM JIDDA (SECTION TWO OF TW) 


TANK UNITS. PERSONALLY I CONSIDER DIVERSION UNLIKELY, 
ESPECIALLY IN VIEW ‘SAUDI JEALOUSY HASHEMITE IRAQ. 

IN CONVERSATION REPORTED ABOVi', DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED 
POINTED "HOW MANY TANKS HAS IRAQ?*® 


IN LIGHT FOREGOING I SHOULD APPRECIATE EARLY TELEGRAPHIC 
INDICATION LIKELY NATURE DEPARTMENT'S DECISION AND WHETHER, 
yiF IT BE AFFIRMATIVE, ALL OR TOKEN SHIPMENT OF 18 M-41 
COULD BE DELIVERED JIDDA BY MID JULY. AM AIRMAILING MAAG'S 
FULL REPORT BUT DO NOT BELEIVE IT ADDS MATERIALLY TO FACTS 
AND CONSIDERATIONS PRESENTED HEREIN. 


WADSWORTH 
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SUBJECT: /Tanks. for Sandi Arabian Army 

















we 
a Respectfully submitted herewith is the MAAG report which cmsti sea di Basis | ‘ 
for the recomme dations’ -ony the above-noted hi aie made to ‘the Dep t inn : 
' telegram 536 of y 22. = = 
| To. those. eccmmendaon I venture to believe I need add nothingVaxcept.to ~ 
stress, in the wo: of Deputy Foreign Minister Yusuf Yasin, "His Maje ty the King's o 
very great interest in his army and in obtaining ‘banks for its use." oO 
If the Department ‘desires that the Embassy in London receive a copy of this i ! 
despatch and enc; are; > 18 appreciate its forwarding them, together with a 
copy of the re erence telegruns. . a 
| # a 
N George Wadsworth a ! 


Enclosure: 7 eer e 
, MAAG re g zl dated May 17, 195. 
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| : . MEMORANDUM | 
FROM: MAAG Jidda, May 17, 1955 


' TO 


F3 Ambassador. : = 


REFERENCE: State Department Instruction No. A-7h, May h, 1955. 


SUBJECT : _ Tanks for Saudi Arabian Army. 


A) In answer to your request, MAAG takes an in submitting the follow- 


ing answers’ to the seven (7) questions put to you in the reference instruction: 


1) Motive behind Saudi Arabian request. 


The Saudi Ministry of Defense and Aviation in its long range planning 
for expansion of the Army to 13 Infantry Regiments with supporting tactical 
and technical units have scheduled: — . 


2 Tank Battalions (M-7) ise. 108 tanks, and 
1 Tank Battalion (M-l)1) i.e. 5 tanks 


The reference assistance request was submitted with a view to acti- 
vating immediately: 


1 Tank Company (247) ise. 18 tanks, and 
1 Tank Company (M-l)1) i.e. 18 tanks 


In addition to the planned 6 ait oe of the Saudi tie, the Minister 
of Defense and Aviation has an intense desire to impress the King and the 
Moslem pilgrims with the might of the Army he is building by displaying. new 
and more modern equipment each year at the Hadj Military Review. 


The next Hadj review will be in August 1955. At this review the Minis- 
ter has hoped to display 18 M-l1 tanks (as a medium tank company) and 18 
M-7 tanks (as a heavy tank company). As is often the case, however, hope 
has outrun practical possibilities. It would, of course, be impractical, 
even were it to be sound policy, for USG to deliver 36 tanks to Jidda within 
the next two months. 


2) Value of tanks compared with Armored cars for Saudi Arabian 
Mission. ‘ } , i 





US Ary Sictton, MAAG, does not consider armored cars suitable for 


desert operations, because of lack of mobility in the sand and lack of fire 


power. Also an armored car can be easily stopped by puncturing tires with 
rifle or gun. fire. 


MAKG has repeatedly recanmended to the Saudis that they not procure 


armored cars. When, neverthless, it was realized that the Saudis were 
particularly desirous of purchasing additional armored combat type vehicles ; 
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MAAG enumerated the advantages of light tanks compared with M-8 armored car. 
as outlined in the preceeding paragraph. 





The Saudi request for tanks is not related to the US Government inability 
to supply armored cars and spare parts. The Saudis were intent on procuring 
light tanks and heavy tanks as well as more armored cars. 


MAAG attempted to convince the Minister of Defense that the recent order 
for 60 armored cars should be cancelled and the funds utilized to purchase 
light tanks. In spite of the MAAG recomméndations however, the Saudis recently 
purchased from the US 60 more armored cars and spare parts and, in addition, 
submitted the assistance request for 16 M-lj1 tanks and 18 M-7 tanks. 


uy MAAG cipation, if in dr up Saudi Arabian request for 


The enclasure to the request was prepared by MAAG and was based on data 
procured by MAAG-G-l; fromthe Pentagon, while he was on a op to. Washington 
with the Saudi Arabian Army G-3 in January 1955. 


The document was-prepared at the request of the Saudi Minister of De- 
fense and Aviation. Its preparation was a technical exercise for the Minister's 
information rather than a MAAG recommendation. In fact, MAAG's recommendations 
in the matter were not at the time solicited. 


In April 1955 the Minister of Defense and Aviation requested the Chief 
of MAAG to give the “utmost assistance in immediate procurement of eighteen 
(18) Mell and eighteen (18) M-)7 tanks complete with all armament, wireless 
equipment, and spare parts" from the United States. 


The Chief of MAAG forwarded a letter to the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
G-3,. Department of the Army requesting that: 


Eighteen (18) M-kl tanks be. approved for sale to the 
Saudi Arabian Government in the near future. 


Eighteen (18) M-l:7 tanks be approved for sale to the 
Saudi Arabian Government but that they not be scheduled for 
delivery prior to 1960. 


2), Eas 





The following Army units at Taif have almost completed basic unit train- 
ing and will be ready to start advanced unit training in early September | 


after the Hadj review: 


nent 
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1 Infantry Regiment. 
1 Artillery Battalion. 
1 Armored Car Battalion (now .equpped with M-8 armored cars). 


MAAG considers it desirable to introduce into the advanced unit train- 
ing program, the training of one light tank company and to have it equipped 
with M-l\1 tanks. MAAG does not consider it desirable to introduce training 
on M-7 tanks within the next several years, if ever (because the M-l;7 has 
been placed on the US Army's list of obsolete equipment). 


NOTE: Three (3) other infantry battalions stationed in the 
Bastern Area (2 at El Kharj, the other at Dammam) are scheduled 
to start advanced unit training about November 1955. 


6) Prospects as regards Saudi Army ability to maintain tanks. 


With the help of Egyptian advisors and technicians and a program of on- 
the-job training, a limited number of light tanks could be maintained. Ade- 
quate shop facilities for servicing the 18 M-lls now requested already exist 
at Taif. 


7) Political sb lications of Saudi Arabian request. 


The Saudis appear determined to procure both Light’ and medium tanks. If 
the United States will not supply them, it is believed the Saudis will attempt 
to purchase them from some other source. 


8) Possible Saudi Arabian intentions to divert these tanks to Egypt or 


Syri Qe 


Close daily cmtact by members of MAAG with Ministry of Defense officials 
has not disclosed any indications that they intend to divert the tanks to any 
other nation. They seem intent on procuring necessary equipment to organize 
and train tank: units of their own. 


B) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: In addition to the foregoing, the following perti- 
information has been considered in arriving at the recommendations set forth 


under C, below. 


| 


_ 1) The Chief of MAAG forwarded a letter to Department of the Army, AC of 
S, G-3, dated 5 January 1955, stating in essence that the Saudi Arabian Govern- 
ment was interested in purchasing tanks fromthe United States. The letter 
further stated that it was believed that the Saudi Government would attempt 
‘to purchase tanks from some other source if the United States did not supply 
them. Therefore, the Chief 6f MAAG requested guidance as to the type of tank 


‘that should be recommended t@ the Saudi Arabian Government for purchase. 


2) In January 1955, a Satnnciich consisting of the Saudi Arabian Arny G-3, 
the U.S. Army MAAG @-l, and a Sawii liaison officer were sent to Washington 











: os * % (Classification) ec No._286___ 

to assist the Saudi Arabian Ambassador in processing assistance requests. 
During this visit these officers were given a special demonstration of tanks 
in operation. As a result of observing this demonstration, the Saudi Ara- 
bian Army G-3, on return to Saudi Arabia and after consultation with the 


Minister of National Defense and Aviation, initiated the reference assistance . 
request. 


3) At the time the Saudis submitted this assistance request for tanks 
to their Embassy in Washingtm, ‘the Minister of Defense and Aviation trans- 
mitted a copy of the letter of transmittal to Chief MAAG with a request that 
he do his utmast to procure the tanks immediately. As a result of this re- <‘ 
quest, Chief MAAG on 9 April 1955, forwarded a letter to the Assistant 
Chief of Staff, G-3, Department of the Army, which pointed out that MAAG 
had repeatedly advised the Ministry of Defense and Aviation against pro- 
curing more than a limited number of tanks due to the small maintenance 
capability of the Saudi Arabian Army. In this letter the opinion was ex- 
pressed that eighteen (18) M-l1 tanks were the maximum that could be main- 
tained for the next five (5) years*, It was recommeded: that: 


- a) Eighteen (18) M-l1 tanks be approved for sale to the 
Saudi Arabian Gowernment in the near future. 

b) Eighteen (18) M-7 tanks be approved for sale to the 
Saudi Arabian Government but that they not be scheduled for 
delivery prior to 1960. 


6) RECOMMENDATIONS: 


1) That a letter: of- offer for eighteen (18) M-l7 tanks be submitted to the 
Saudi Arabian Embassy in Washing tons ss 

2) That the delivery of these eighteen (18) tanks be expedited immediately 
following acceptance of the letter of offer; 


3) That a letter of offer for eighteen (18) M-7 tanks not be submitted to 
the Saudi Arabian Embassy in Washington at this time; but 


) That in reply to this and any subsequent requests for any tanks: addi- 
tional to the 18 M-lils referred to in paragraph C-1 above, SAG be informed that 
it is USG practice to require. assurance that adequate maintenance facilities and 
personnel be in operative existance in any country prior to or simultaneously 
with the delivery of tanks to that country. 


FINAL NOTE: The foregoing report sets forth inter alia that there exists in 
fact ‘at Taif adequate facilities for maintaining 18 M-lls and that competent Egyptian 
maintenance personnel is available. 


formulat t “opin on and recommendation G mind present and poten- 
ia availability of maintenance facilities and personnel and the very considerable 
E period of time which would be needed to train Saudi personnel to perform effecti 


aintenance service. 





(Classification) Desp. No. 


rm. The primary purpose of this Final Note is to assert that, to the best of 
MAAGs' knowledge and belief, no SAG facilities whatsoever exist at El Kharj 
(where SAG proposes to station the M-\7 tanks currently requested) or elsewhere 
in the Eastern Area which could be used to service and/or maintain a second unit 
of 18 tanks (either M-lls or M-l7s). 


MAAG believes that a contract should be concluded with a competent con- 
struction firm to build and install such facilities (notably shop, tools and 
hard stands) and that delivery of the programmed 18 additional tanks should be 
phased to coincide with the completion of such facilities and the engagement 
of competent personnel to operate and maintein them. 


MAAG further believes that such facilities could be constructed within the 
year following delivery of the recommended 18 M-l1 tanks and that at that time 
it would be avpropriate for SAG to purchase a second group of 18 tanks; but--and 
this, too, is an important recommendation=-that such a second group be M-}jls and 
not M-7s, both for the reason that M-l\ls are more suitable for use in Saudi 
Krabia and because M-l}7s have been placed on the U.S. Army's list of obsclete 

‘equipment (with resultant decision that no further USG orders are to be placed 
for spare parts therefor). 


Respectfully submitted, 


. Andrew Samuels, 
Colonel, U.S. Arny, 


Acting Chief MAAG, Saudi Arabia. 
. Jidda, May 17, 1955. 
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UP queried Dept officer late Feb 15 sa: sentiok Si sede Aas being shipped 
Saudi Arabia. Dept informed UP 16th tanks supplied pursuant reinbursable ansietalice 





ty 
greement ai gned with SA June 18, 19513- SA requested tanks _spring 19555 Us e 

Le} | 
lapproved sale early fall; tanks intended training purposes will be used an 5 7 
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Report banner~headlined afternoon presse Some Wenbers Gongress criticized 
publicly. Amb Eban termed shipment "regrettable departure" Dulles policy in- 
partiality. Midnight 16th White House Press Seoretary seid "President understands 


Dept State suspending export Licenses arms to area", 
Subsequently Dept spokeaman stated "USG has for present temporarily 
suspended export permits for shipments military equipment to Israel and 
neighboring statesecceAction taken in light continuing examination of. situation 
in area, and of conclusion current tensions require careful analysis of 


sales and ae to nem’. 
“cont: . igitboring, atates” included Sauii arabia. Defer 
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NIACT 

SENT DEPARTMENT 374 REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 56. 

DEPTEL 392 NIACT repeated information London 4659 from Jidda. 
Department please repeat Arab capitals as desired. - 


1. Ahmad Abdul Jabbar, former Saudi Charge d'Affaires Washingto 
now. assistant chief Prime Minister's office in Jidda, calledzon 
me this morning by. urgent appointment. He had received during 
night following urgent telegram from King Saud: 


We heard toriight on several broadcasts that American has halted > 
- exportation of the tanks. Contact the American Ambassador 
ee cee, and verify this news and, if true, the reasors for 
8 action. 


2. I had just received reference telegram and read substance 


i King's personal attention. Promptness seemed prima 
cons 

already to be featuring news. We. therefore prepared together — 
following telegram text of which is quétedcinimy immediately 


following NIACT telégram. 
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3. Department will observe that, tn pare prebing message In pf 


reference telegram, I took certain liberties with text, which 
situation and facts appeared to warrant. Consequently, I shou; 
appreciate indication its approval or corrective comment, togeh 
pi al further message it may wish me transmit in reply Kings’ 
enquiry. ae 


4, Re substance of matter, I venture believe Department wi 


Jordan King Hussain I informed King Saud M-41 teeye copie TO 
delivered some six months hence” (my telegram 104); (pb) re 


| 
| 
\ 
to Jabbar. We then discussed best way bring Department's Ke) 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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wish repail:—(a) that last September at dinner given by viak i 
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have since worked closely with our military mission and Saugt 
Ministry Defense- 
seesbuey 
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| CONFIDENTIAL 
-2- 374, February 18, 5 p.m. from Jidda 


Ministry Defense on preparations for their arrival; and (c). that 
DEPTEL 380 February 9 informed me it was expected tanks would 
"be shipped next few days". 


I told King Saud of latter telegram during my February 13 | 

- audience (ay telegram 363) and again urged all necessary steps 
be taken for their receipt and maintenance and for initiating 
training program. King welcomed this information, ordered 

Minister Defense take necessary action, and then asked when USG 

might be expected supply requested 18 M-47 tanks. ~ 


I replied I hoped he would be patient. with me on latter score. 


Our joint Pusoning committee had originally programmed M-47s 
for later phase five year plan, but I would present matter agaéin 


to Department after receipt of M-41s when, as I hoped, I could 
‘report they had been efficiently integrated into Saudi Army 
training program. 

WADSWORTH 
TT/2 
Note: Mr. Rountree's office (NEA) notified 1:43 pm 2/18/56 (DES) 
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Action Control: 10809 
NEA Rec'd: February 18, 19 

1:27 p.m. eoee 
Info cfu 
RMR * 8, uy 
ss 6 p.m. - F 
G E, 
SP i 
C NIACT “IE 
EUR separ o- 
L SENT DEPARTMENT 375, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON-%7 . 2 bs 
Io . ab - 
UMSA MYTEL 374, repeated information London 56. ta o 
MC 
R -Herewith text of telegram sent by Jabbar in Arabic trans- 0) : 
P lation to King Saud today: = a 
UOP ' £ Ss 
OLI I have conveyed Your Majesty's enquiry to Ambassador Wadsworth N— 

this morning. He will telegraph most urgently to his govern- '! 


IOP . ment this expression “ied Your Majesty's concern. 


oma 
oO 
OSD When I spoke with him, the Ambassador had just recéived a tele- Ol 
gram from the Department of State giving him urgent instructionsO) 
on the same subject. He read these instructions to me. They 
convey a special message to Your Majesty which the Ambassador 
will bring to Riyadh, should Your Majesty so desire. 


l First of all, however, the Ambassador wishes, personally and 
; officially to assure Your Majesty that there is no change what- 
soever in his government's policy towards Saudi Arabia, and that 
his government continues to be highly edd lial Saudi 
known requirements for RLLLVERY equipment to: carry out ‘th 
® year plan for or 8 ‘rengthenin army . ) Ambassado 
~ as he has ae! time . old: ‘Your Majesty, tha 
< ing out of othe ive-year plan ‘Is to the con on interest of 
both his country and ours. 

















government assures him that this suspe n of shipments of 
et liter equipment to Israel and the Pebietboring Arab states thie 


* gSecondly, the Ambassador wants Your Majesty to know that his 7 
only a temporary measure. 


le agrees with Your Male sty that it is most unfortunate that this 
‘(measure has delayed shipment of the eighteen M-41 tanks.. But he 
Ne Spaets that this delay is only temporary; and he asks ger 


Ma jesty tay 
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-2- 375, February 18, 6 p.m. from Jidda 


Majesty to have confidence in his word when he says he is 
himself confident that these tanks will be released for ship- 
ment within the near future. 


His government's. message to Your Majesty explains that there 

1s today in the United States very widespread concern regard- 
ing the situation in the Near East, and consequent belief that 
the United States should not contribute to an "arms race" which 
might further enflame the situation. 


It was particularly unfortunate, the Ambassador says, that 
arrangements for shipment of the N-41 tanks should have been 
completed. at just this time. The American press has featured 

it widely and "out of all proportion to the merits of the case". 

ve tosty. words are from his government's message to Your 
ajesty. 


Again the Ambassador asks that Your Majesty have confidence 
in his judgement in this matter; and he hopes specially that 
Your Majesty's Government will refrain at this time from any 
public statements regarding the matter which, again in the 
words of the message to Your Majesty, ' ‘would exacerbate our 
difficulties pending current urgent review". 


The menbeee concludes: "The United States Government hopes 
the situation will be clarified soon, thus heer release 
‘ of the tanks after a short time". 


Finally, the Ambassador sugges ke that he await the receipt of 
his government's reply to Your Majesty's enquiry before he 
comes personally to see Your Majesty regarding this matter. 


He said he is very glad to have Your Majesty's enquiry and to 
send it to Washington. He is confident his government's reply 
will further reassure Your Majesty, because the present message 
from his. government also says: "We are confident that the nature 
of our relations with Saudi Arabia are such that His Majesty 

will fully understand the motivation that prompted this temporary 
action" which "should in no way be interpreted as affecting the 
special relationships which our two governments enjoy". — 
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NEA From: Beirut 9:36 a.m. S o & 5 
Info - , @ 4 De 
RMR TO: Secretary of State 5 ro 8 
go «NO 941, February 18 4 P 
G a 
“i JOINT STATE USIA MESSAGE 4 bi 
EUR All papers February 18 headline cancellation tank shipment > » 
MC to Saudi Arabia and general US embargo on arms to ME. ey 
P No editorials yet but most leads stress move of Zoinist Or & 
UOP pressure and indicate Anglo-American split. French embargo 90) FF 
MOLI on light arms received passing attention. ® 
OCB Sample headlines: LE JOUR "London surprised by US. reversal Ns 

USIA on arms shipments"; leftist telegraph "New York Zoinists 

CIA dance happily in streets because of cancellation of shipping ™ 

OSD tanks to Saudi Arabia, Russia's ally"; Nationalist Al Youm © 

Kg "Following revolt of Zoinist NESOS in Washington anf violent QO 

Navy 4 C2mpaign by democrats, tank shipment to Saudi Arabia stopped." 0) 
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TO NEA - Mr, Rountree 


DATE: January 19, 1957 


FROM : NE = Fraser Wilkins HY: 


bringing Syrian technicians in to operate their ammunition plant at 
Al Kharj (Tab B). The 100 Frerich. technicians who operated this plant 
were repatriated at the time of the British and French ‘action in’ Egypt. 


suBjact: U.S, Technicians for Saudi Arabian Ammunition Plant. | sa 
. WO Po 
yee ‘ B g oy 
Discussion: ae 
2 
We have been advised by ARAMCO. that Saudi Arabia‘is considerin ie 
i 


. The MAAG in Saudi Arabia has also reported this possibility (tal C). 
We believe this would be an adver'se development and that we showla a 
~ urge the Department of Defense ‘to consider the supply of U.S. technigians. ct 
We would hope we might be. able to inform the King of our will ingness : ‘to * ek 
do so during his oR OoMINE visit. oo 
Reco iendation: : O ¢ 


That you sign the. attached letter to Mr. Gordon (ray (Tab A). 


Attachments: 
. Letter to Mr. Gray (Tab A). 
a ABANDO Dee. ae »), | 
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info FROM: jidda rs o 
RMR 10: Secretary: of State j 2 
ss NO: 137, July 28, Noon =e a 
W a s 
G ; : & id 
SP SENT DEPARTMENT 137, REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 56. 
: DHAHRAN PASS GENERAL, CLARK 
INR At audience July 27 King said he had discussed with head 
H _USMIM detachment in Taif purchase of 1,000 machine guns, 
wMsc 1,000 anti-tank guns and 100 mortars. Arms should be N 
MC shipped ' in name Ministry of Defense; SAG itself would 00 
IRC have nothing to do with them} they would be purchased 0) 
by King on own account and distributed by him in own a 
ICAS manner to loyal tribal forces. King requested my assistance Ol 
CIA expedite shipment. 0) 
OSD = 
ArMy Will report further after discussing matter with USMIM. ~ 
N 
' 
HEATH nN 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 177, REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 70 


DHAHRAN PASS GENERAL CLARK 
EMBTEL 137, repeated Dhahran 58. 
1s that in “pp h made by King's 


fficer Taif for purchase arms, 
est should not be discussed with 










Have discussed King's request with General Clark and 
now plan send Stoltzfus Taif seek more details. Will 


report further after his return. 
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L King's massepee™ returned before going to King saying 0) 
INR wanted emphasize arms matter high importance. Expects ~ * 
H return from King with further demand for arms in two * 
WMSC days. Ol 
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RMR a J 
TO: Secretary of State rae # 
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SP 0) 
C PRIORITY > 
L e 
INR SENT DEPARTMENT 237, REPEATED INFORMATION PRIORITY DHAHRAN 108. gy 
H eS . ‘i Oo) 
wmsc DHAHRAN PASS GENERAL CLARK. id 
MC 
IRC Re EMBTEL 220, repeated Dhahran 96. 
IcAs. King's messenger returned again emphasizing high priority = 
CIA King attached receiving promptly arms mentioned reference Ul 
OSD telegram which he intends distribute to Mujahidin (White Army). 0 


ARMY King said he fully intended to proceed with equipping and 
training Mujahidin as recognized element Saudi armed forces 
complex and anticipates necessity training in use these . 
arms will be provided by USMIM. King said arms must be in 
addition those available at Al Khar which already tagged 
for use regular Saudi forces under 1380 plan. Arms will be 

‘Sc distributed under King's supervision ‘but through Ministry 
» Defense. Letter requesting arms may be supplied by King or 
Ministry Defense if desired. No problem on payment for arms 
R as cash payment available and will be made upon demand. Ministry? 
\i\ Defense will manage Saudi import clearances and other 
netéssary arrangements when informed arms ready for shipment. 


Under circumstances again-request urgently price and delivery 
terms these arms. 
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FROM: Jidda Po ah : if 
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TO: Secretary of State 
= NO: 255, August 22, Noon 
G 
SP i 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 255 REPEATED INFORMATION DEAHRAN ~“ 
L 04) 
INR DHAHRAN PASS GENERAL CLARK RY 
H 
WMSC At en meeting in Taif August 20 I gave King substance- ° 
TRC DEPTEL 220 re King's request for arms. King expressed thanks UI 
but said most portant weapons of all were enti-tank guns o 
1cA/s Which he hoped USG would do its best to obtain urgently for him. dg? 
CIA King reiterated he ready make immediate cas’: payments; import oo 
OSD and other necessary arran mts would be handled through ' 
ARMY Minister Defense Prince Fahad. He also confirmed that armament [) 
was for: the Mujahaddin , White or tribal army of Saudi Government 
not tribes ther elves as at first we erronecusly understood Ol 
from King's emissary. King said that while «his arms order 00 
would be handled as regular government purchase and would eventu- 
ally be known, he was avoiding any publicity on it at this 
stage. 
ody 


King's effort to strengthen armament of subsi diary Saudi deters 
forces is very logical from this view point wren results of w 


apes of regular military forces of Eeypt, Syria and Iraq 
= considered. JI again recom 





nend that I se instrueted to infor? 
he King that we will provide these arms pxomptly, subject to, 
aged availability, against cash payment when officially reque 






Ministry of Defense, I am requesting Ceneral Clark to 
at » on purely confidential basis, the cepabiliity of the Wh 
army presently to employ this increased armament. As a result 
of this study we my suggest to King that he revise, his order 4 
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INR SENT. DEPARTMENT 257 REPEATED INFORMATION NIACT DHA on 
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IRC ‘iat ts ~ | 
PASS GENERAL CLARK a : 
ICAS N) 
CIA ibe sent secret Page PA last Me wah tegad that by Wednesday, ,,, 
OsD iyadh favorable answer to ol 
ARMY e Army. Emissary 0 
Wednesds y he hoped that answer 
gust 31. 
I repeat my recommendation in reference telegram that I be in- 
structed inform King that in principle we are ready to provide 
inst cash (/) 





Ely su ect to their availability, agai 
‘aia cial written request from Ministry of 






nai arms aes 






ne cording omiattey King said that while avoiding bss 
10 ui the matter at present with "ince 
er. would soon deere of it (4f he di 
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You may inform King equipment he requests come available “ Be 


give urgent c 
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procurement assistance ‘sireiesetit dune 18,° 1951, Total cost not bictading Ga 
neighborhood ( 

and shipping in/mekgickiooriemet $),,000,000. Precise availability dates ani cos: 

| be provided only after receipt formal order, 


At same time you should express to-King our serious reservations concer 


possibility handling order this magnitude in special manner. As.His Majesty 





procurement equipment in US is complex procedure.” Shipping and packing’ norm 






handled by Saudi Embassy through agent New York and variation normal pro 





Fs risk inviting undue attention. We believe it inevitable Saudi Eubassy wou 
strongly 
a matter. We Peer hope King would see way clear to Se no 
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TO: Secretary of State og 
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INR SENT DEPARTMENT 267 REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 124. 0) 
H > 
WMSC Reference: Priority DEPTEL 291. . 
TRC ; Ol 
CONGEN PASS GENERAL CLARK. 0 
ICAS | | | ie 
CIA Substance reference telegram will be conveyed to King tomorrow. 
OSD However, Embassy wishes question $4 million figure excluding f 
ARMY packing and shipping for arms requested by King. Local curb- N 
stone estimate already passed to King varies between less than 0) 
$1 million and $2 million for total cost. Embassy would ol 
appreciate verification total figure and also have unit cost 00 


these weapons and packing and shipping charges. 
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Department agreeable meeting between Minister Defense, General 


Glark, and-USMIM as outlined refte],, -In such meeting believe US 
representatives should stress azain serious difficulties involved in 


any effort procure arms on covert basis. 
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